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Getting married on Okinawa is different than getting married in the United States. In 

the United States, many people get married in a church. Some people on Okinawa also get 
married in a church, but this is considered a ceremonial marriage and has no legal 
significance. You may still have a ceremony in a chapel, a church, or a wedding hall, but to 
make your marriage “legal,” you must comply with Japanese law. 
  

The first step is to obtain an “Affidavit for Competency to Marry.” Military ID card 
holders can have this Affidavit notarized at one of the Legal Assistance Offices on Okinawa. 
You need to provide evidence of U.S. citizenship (U.S. passport, official birth certificate, or 
naturalization certificate) and sign the affidavit in the presence of a notary. This Affidavit 
must then be translated into Japanese.  If the marriage involves only one U.S. Citizen, fill 
the Single Affidavit for Marriage

i
.  If the marriage involves two U.S. Citizens, fill out the Joint 

Affidavit for Marriage
ii
. 

  
The second step is to fill out a “Kon-in Todoke” (Notification of Marriage form) and 

to register your marriage at the city hall where you reside. This Notification of Marriage form 
can be obtained at the local city hall. Two witnesses (over the age of 20) are needed for this 
form.  

There is a fee of 1,400 Yen for your “Certificate of Acceptance of Notification of 
Marriage.” This certificate is legal evidence of a valid marriage and should be translated into 
English by an official translator.  

 
Items to Bring to City Hall 

Affidavit of Competency to Marry (with Japanese translation). 

Notification of Marriage (Japanese form) 

Military ID Card 

Passport (if none, birth certificate or naturalization certificate must be translated 
into Japanese) 

1,400 Yen 
 

Although legally married to you, your spouse and any stepchildren cannot enter the 
U.S. without first obtaining an immigrant visa. If you marry a Japanese National, or other 
non-U.S. citizen, please visit the State Department web page

iii
 for immigration information 

for your spouse. 
 

Finally, if you want to file a joint income tax return with your foreign national spouse, 
your spouse must obtain an Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN). You may obtain an 
application for an ITIN at the IRS website at web site.

iv
 You may obtain a Social Security 

Number for your spouse once your spouse immigrates to the United States. You may also 
visit the Social Security Administration web site.

v
  July, 2010. 

                                                           
i
 http://japan.usembassy.gov/pdfs/wwwf7114.pdf 
ii
 http://japan.usembassy.gov/pdfs/wwwfjoint.pdf 

iii
 http://japan.usembassy.gov/e/visa/tvisa-ivcategories.html#IR 

iv
 http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7.pdf 

v
 http://www.ssa.gov 
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